Appendix A — Search Queries

In this section, we report the stepwise refinement procedure of the search queries that led to the
identification of studies included in the subsequent screening phase. This process was based on
progressively narrowing the research focus through the selection of topics, disciplinary areas, and finally
language. The selection of topics was aimed at better focusing on dynamics—such as the recognition of
property rights—that directly concern land as a resource. The specification of disciplinary areas allowed
for a more accurate selection of quantitative contributions based on statistical inference. Finally, the
language criterion was applied to ensure homogeneity across the retrieved studies. Each step in Figure
A1 indicates the number of studies retrieved at the corresponding stage.
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Appendix B — Bibliographic Snowballing

Snowballing can be a valid supplementary method to identify relevant studies that may not appear in
database searches (Page et al., 2021). Nevertheless, to ensure maximum transparency and reproducibility
of the analysis, we report in this section all the articles that were included in the systematic review
through this procedure, along with the reference publication from whose bibliography they were

1dentified.

All other articles included in the review were retrieved using the core search strategy (i.e., a systematic

search of scientific databases, as described in Section 3).

Table B1: Publications identified via backward snowballing
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Appendix C — List of Articles Included in the Review

This section presents the full list of the 96 articles included in this systematic review.
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Newman et al. . . Household Survey L7 Quasi- Agricultural
66 2015) South Asia Vietnam (VARHS) (2006, Land Law (1993) Exclusml}, experimental Plot productivity
Ownership/
2008, 2010) . ;
inheritance
Financial
Access to Resources Access/use, inclusion, Social
67 Nguyen & Le East Asia & Vietnam Household Survey Alienation, Non- Individual/ capital and
(2023) Pacific (VARHS) (2008, Ownership/ experimental household collective action,
2010) inheritance Women'’s
empowerment
68 Nwaka et al. Sub-Saharan Niceria LSMS-ISA (2010— Ownership/ Non- Individual/ Health
(2020) Africa & 11,2012-13) inheritance experimental household
69 Owoo & Boakye-  Sub-Saharan Kenva Omondi Obunde et Ownership/ Non- Individual/ Agricultural
Yiadom (2015) Africa Yy al. (2004) (2001) inheritance experimental household productivity
70 Oyawole et al. Sub-Saharan Nigeria ECOWAS-RAAF- ](\)/[\:i,%:lrl? eyt, Non- Plot g:\//ei:é?g;?;]d
(2021) Aftica g PASANAO (2017) O WICTShip experimental onmer
inheritance sustainability
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Outcome(s)

1 0 1 b
# Study Region Country Data and time Prograng or Bundl.e of l:lgh.ts Methods measurement Outc? me
coverage reform (if any) operationalization level classification
Panda & Agarwal . . . Ownership/ Non- Individual/ Women’s
& (2005) South Asia India Primary (2001) inheritance experimental household empowerment
Land Tenure Financial
Administration inclusion
Program (ELTAP) Investm ;1 ¢ and
., Pershactal. Sub-Saharan Ethionia Primary (2007, (2005-2008), Ownership/ Quasi- Individual/ on ‘;rson;en ol
(2017) Africa P 2012, 2015) Land inheritance experimental household Vi bili
Administration sustamabuity,
NRM, Welfare
Program (ELAP) . o
(2008-13) Social stability
Kagera Health and E::ﬁl nscl(lill
73 Peterman (2011) Sub—Saharan Tanzania Development _me?rsh1p/ Non- ) Individual/ Welfare,
Africa Survey (KHDS) inheritance experimental household Women's
(1991-94, 2004)
empowerment
Various DHS
between 201014
(Cambodia: 2014,
Cambodia, Philippines: 2013,
Philippines, Kyrygz Republic:
Kyrgyz 2012, Dominican
Republic, Republic: 2010,
Dominican Haiti: 2012,
Republic, Haiti,  Honduras: 201112,
Honduras, Egypt: 2014,
Egypt, Jordan, Jordan: 2012,
. Nepal, Nepal: 2011,
gas?f{\ Sl%& & Pakistan, Pakistan: 2012—13,
acttic, tUrope Burkina Faso, Burkina Faso: 2010,
Central Asia, N
Latin America & Comoros, Cote Comoros: 2012,
74 Peterman et al. Caribbean d'Ivoire, DRC, Cote d'Ivoire: 2011— Ownership/ Non- Individual/ Women’s
(2017) . i Gabon, 12, DRC: 201314, inheritance experimental household empowerment
Middle East & .
. Gambia, Gabon: 2012,
North Africa, . . .
. X Malawi, Mali, Gambia: 2013,
Soith Asia, Sub- . . .
Saharan Afri Mozambique, Malawi: 2010, Mali:
anaran Africa Namibia, 2012-13,
Nigeria, Mozambique: 2011,
Rwanda, Sierra ~ Namibia: 2013,

Leone,
Tanzania, Togo,
Uganda,
Zambia,
Zimbabwe

Nigeria: 2013,
Rwanda: 2010,
Sierra Leone: 2013,
Tanzania: 2010,
Togo: 2013-14,
Uganda: 2011,
Zambia: 2013-14,
Zimbabwe: 2010—
11)
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Outcome(s)

# Study Region Country Data and time Prograng or ‘Bundl.e of l:igh.ts’ Methods measurement Outc? me
coverage reform (if any) operationalization level classification
Indonesia: IFPRI-
BIDS-INFS (1996
97),
Bangladesh:
East Asia & Indonesia, Primary (1996-97),
75 Quisumbing & Pacific, South Bangladesh, Ethiopia: EHRS Ownership/ Non- Individual/ Women’s
Maluccio (2003) Asia, Sub- Ethiopia, South  (1997), inheritance experimental household empowerment
Saharan Africa Africa South Africa:
ZwaZulu-Natal
Income Dynamics
Study (KIDS)
(1993, 1998)
Comprehensive
Quisumbing East Asia & S Primary (1985, Agrarian Reform Ownership/ Quasi- Individual/ .
76 (2003) Pacific Philippines 1989, 1997, 1998) Program (CARP) inheritance experimental household Education
(1988)
Rehman & . . Ownership/ Non- Individual/
77 Razzaq (2019) South Asia India DHS (2012-13) inheritance experimental household Health
Hindu Succession . . ..
Rosenblum . . DHS (1992-93, Ownership/ Quasi- Individual/ Women’s
8 (2015) South Asia India 1998-99, 2005-06) EZA(;ggr))dment) Act inheritance experimental household empowerment
Hindu Succession . . ..
79 Roy (2015) South Asia India REDS (1999) (Amendment) Act O erShiP/ Quasi- Individual/ Education
(2005) inheritance experimental household
Financial
inclusion, Health,
Nijo Griha, Nijo . . .. Investment and
80 Santos et al. South Asia India Primary (2010-12) Bhumi (NGNB) _Owne_rshlp/ Qua514- Individual/ environmental
(2014) inheritance experimental household o
(2006) sustainability,
Women’s
empowerment
Rural Land Financial
81 Schling & Pazos Latin America & Peru Primary (2019) Cadaster, Titling Ownership/ Quasi- Individual/ inclusion, Health,
(2024) Caribbean and Registration inheritance experimental household Women’s
Project (PTRT-3) empowerment
82 Sﬁsiggl?rrin Sub-Saharan Benin DHS (2017-18) _Owne_rship/ Non- ) Individual/ Women’s
. Africa inheritance experimental household empowerment
Kaminaga, 2023
Rural Land
Health and Nutrition ~ Contracting Law
. East Asia & . Survey (CHNS starting between . . Quasi- Individual/ Women’s
83 Shietal 2024) e China (2000,y2(004, 20)06, 5003—0%, Alienation experimental  household empowerment
2009, 2011, 2015) depending on the
province)
Shwqchman Sub-Saharan Ben.m,.Burundl, Various DHS Ownership/ Non- Individual/ Women’s
84 Kaminaga & Affica Ethiopia, between 2015-17 inheritance experimental household empowerment
Sheldon (2023) Malawi, (Benin: 2017-18;
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Outcome(s)

# Study Region Country Data and time Prograng or ‘Bundl_e of l:igh.ts’ Methods measurement Outc? me
coverage reform (if any) operationalization level classification
Senegal, Burundi: 2016-17;
Tanzania, Ethiopia: 2016;
Uganda, Malawi: 2015-16;
Zimbabwe Senegal: 2017;
Tanzania: 2015-16;
Uganda: 2016;
Zimbabwe: 2015)
World Resources
Institute's Global
Sommer et al Forest Watch Ownership/ Non- Investment and
85 ’ Multi-region Multi-country (2001-15) (for . : . Country environmental
(2024) h inheritance experimental S
forest loss); V-Dem sustainability
(2000) (for property
rights)
Song & Dong East Asia & . Women Social Ownership/ Non- Individual/ Women’s
86 (2017) Pacific China Status Survey inheritance experimental household empowerment
(CWSS) (2010)
Swaminathan et . . Ownership/ Non- Individual/ Women'’s
87 al. (2012) South Asia India THDS (2005) inheritancr; experimental household empowerment
Various LSMS-ISA
between 2010-2017
Ethiopi_a, (Ethiopia: 20137}4, Management, o Investment and
88  Teklewold (2023) Sub-Saharan Malawi, 2015-16; Malawi: Ownership/ Non- Individual/ environmental
Africa Tanzania, 2013-14,2016-17, inheritance, experimental household S
Nigeria Tanzania: 201011, Withdrawal sustainability
2012-13; Nigeria:
2012-13, 2015-16)
Global Analysis of
Sub-Saharan . Vulnerability and Ownership/ Non- Individual/
89 Tossou (2022) Africa Benin Food Securti}tly inheritancg experimental household Health
(AGVSA) (2017)
. .. Investment and
90 Totouom (2024) Sub-Saharan Cameroon DHS (2018-19) Ownership/ Non- Individual/ environmental
Affica inheritance experimental household S
sustainability
91 Viet Cuong Eas? Asia & Vietnam LSMS (2004, 2014) gsvclfesrséﬁfg/, Non-A Individual/ Einanc_ial
(2022) Pacific . : experimental household inclusion
inheritance
Sub-Saharan . Ownership/ Non- Individual/
92 Walther (2018) Africa Malawi HIS (2012) inheritancl; experimental household Welfare
. .. Investment and
Ward & Harlow Sub-Saharan Ownership/ Non- Individual/ -
23 (2021) Africa Kenya DHS (2014) inheritancl; experimental household environme ‘?tal
sustainability
Special Land
.. Latin America & PeruLandGender Titling and . Ownership/ Quasi- Individual/ Women’s
94 Wiig (2013) Caribbean Peru Household Survey Cadaster Project inheritance experimental household empowerment
(PLG) (2010) (PETT) (1996~

2000, 2000-06)
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Outcome(s)

. 3 1 b
# Study Region Country Data and time Progran! or Bundl_e of I:lgh.ts Methods measurement Outc.() me
coverage reform (if any) operationalization level classification
Special Land
. . PeruLandGender Titling and . .. S
95  Wiigetal. (2011) E:EII;& Tgrlca & Peru Household Survey Cadaster Project icr)lhw;?::ﬂ:;g/ Experimental it‘r:;ggﬁi/ zrllfn:)i:'leiment
(PLG) (2010) (PETT) (1996— P
2000, 2000-06)
Alienation Social capital and
9% Yokying & Sub-Saharan Ghana Feed the Future Ownershi > y Non- Individual/ collective action,
Lambrecht (2020)  Africa Baseline Survey . SrSip experimental household Women’s
inheritance
empowerment
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Table D2: Summary statistics on articles included in the review

Count (articles) Percentage (articles)
Regions
East Asia & Pacific 12 13%
Europe & Central Asia 1 1%
Latin America & Caribbean 10 10%
Middle East & North Africa 2 2%
South Asia 26 27%
Sub-Saharan Africa 54 56%
Multi-region 2 2%
Countries
Single country 2 2%
Multi-country 94 98%
Development outcomes
Agricultural productivity 13 14%
Education 8 8%
Financial inclusion 8 8%
Health 20 21%
Intra-household dynamics 1 1%
Investment and environmental sustainability 19 20%
Natural resources management 3 3%
Social capital and collective action 3 3%
Social stability 1 1%
Welfare 11 11%
Women’s empowerment 45 47%
Methods
Non-experimental 57 59%
Quasi-experimental 37 39%
Experimental 2 2%
‘Bundle of rights’ operationalization
Ownership/Inheritance 86 90%
Alienation 16 17%
Access/Use 13 13%
Management 9 9%
Withdrawal 5 5%
Exclusion 5 5%
Land program or reform
Yes 34 35%
No 62 65%
Outcome(s) measurement level
Plot 16 17%
Individual/Household 78 81%
Country 2 2%

Source: Authors’ elaboration. Note: A single study may report on multiple countries and development outcomes, as
well as focus on different LR typologies. As a result, the sum of percentages within the ‘Regions,” ‘Development
outcomes,” and ‘“Bundle of rights” operationalization’ categories may exceed 100%.

Appendix E — Trends in Scholarly Publications over Time

Although no study published before 2003 met the eligibility criteria, the subsequent growth in
relevant literature reflects rising academic and policy attention to WLR, supported by improved
availability of gender-disaggregated data. After 2008, scholarly and policy engagement with land
tenure issues increased substantially due to global pressures on farmland and the recognition of
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tenure security’s importance for rural communities (De Schutter, 2015). This trend is reflected on
growing research on women’s access to land, highlighting increased focus on vulnerable groups.

Figure El: Distribution of articles by publication year
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Source: Authors’ elaboration. Note: The dashed lines mark the start of two significant global events
that intensified land pressures in the Global South: the surge in transnational large -scale land
acquisitions (2008) and the Russian invasion of Ukraine (2022).

The persistent interest from scholars in this topic over time may have also been sustained by
international events such as Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, which fueled global concerns about
resource availability and food security. By disrupting grain and fertilizer supply chains, the conflict
has contributed to rising prices of food, energy and agricultural inputs (Dell’ Angelo et al., 2023),
intensifying strategic concerns among high-income countries regarding their future access to
productive land (Mustafa, 2022; Abay et al., 2023).
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