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Contributors

Marco Casentini is a Postdoctoral Research Fellow in Chinese Lin-
guistics at the University of Verona and Adjunct Lecturer in Chinese 
Language and Culture at the University of Naples “L’Orientale”. 
His research focuses on Chinese syntax, especially the syntax-prag-
matics and syntax-information structure interfaces, with a particular 
interest in discourse markers and the Topic-Comment structure in 
contemporary Chinese.

After graduating in Th eoretical Linguistics at University Ca’ Foscari 
in Venice, Francesca Dal Santo has started her PhD in Linguistics 
at University of Padua; her main research interests concern clausal 
ellipsis in Italian, Complementizer Deletion and embedded elliptical 
structures, both from a synchronic and diachronic perspective. 

Feng Ye earned her degree in Languages, Literatures, and Com-
parative Cultures from the University of Florence, where she also 
completed her Ph.D. in Linguistics. She is currently an Associate 
Professor in the School of Foreign Languages at Guangzhou Mar-
itime University. 

Ludovico Franco is Associate Professor in Linguistics at the Univer-
sity of Florence. His main research interests are morpho-syntax and 
neurolinguistics. He has published a monograph and several  papers  
in  international  journals,  among  which  NLLT, � e Linguistic 
Review, Glossa, Lingua, Studia Linguistica, Probus, Transactions of 
the Philological Society and Language Sciences. 

After a long period of self-taught study, Alessio Frosali decided 
to consolidate and formalize his studies by enrolling in the 
Humanities for Communication program at the University of 
Florence, graduating in 2025. He is particularly interested in 
advances in semiotics, philosophy of language, pragmatics, and 
the persuasive use of political/advertising language, as well as the 
intersection of linguistics, anthropology, and cognitive sciences. 

Alice Giovanelli is a Master’s student in European and Amer-
ican Languages and Literatures at the University of Florence. 
Her interests include experimental pragmatics and cognitive 
linguistics, with special attention to the infl uence of metaphor 
on mental representation.
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Rosangela Lai is Associate Professor of Linguistics at the University of Pisa. Previously, she was 
a Research Fellow at the University of Pisa, an Alexander von Humboldt Research Fellow at 
Georg-August University of Göttingen, and a Postdoctoral Fellow and Adjunct Professor of 
Linguistics at the University of Florence.

Greta Mazzaggio is Assistant Professor at the University of Florence. Her research interests are 
related to Psycholinguistics, with a particular focus on Pragmatics and on Bilingualism/Multi-
lingualism. She previously worked at the University of Neuchâtel, with the Swiss Government 
Excellence Scholarships, and at the University of Nova Gorica.

Gloria Ramundo is a first-year PhD student in Linguistics at the University of Florence. Her 
current research focuses on the analysis of the metaphony phenomenon in the Salento area 
from an acoustic-articulatory, phonological, and neurophysiological perspective. Her research 
interests include Acoustic and Articulatory Phonetics, Phonetics and Phonology, Neurolinguis-
tics, Italian Dialectology and Linguistic Variation.

Yufeng Ruan is currently an Assistant Professor in the School of Foreign Studies, Nankai Univer-
sity, Tianjin, China. Her research interests include syntax and semantics with special attention to
the analysis of Chinese and Italian. She also concerns herself with issues relating to second 
language acquisition.

Federico Schirato is a PhD Student in Linguistic and Oriental Studies at the University of 
Florence. His research interests include the syntax of verbal arguments and adjuncts, inflectional 
and derivational morphology, phonology, as well as comparative linguistics, with a special focus 
on Indo-European historical linguistics. 

Glenn Starr is a Teaching Assistant Professor in the Department of Linguistics at the University 
of Wisconsin - Milwaukee. His research interests include experimental pragmatics, psycholin-
guistics, and second language acquisition.


