
CRITIAS, S$YPHUS (FR. 19 SNELL, I NAUCK)

24-6 toóc6e toòg Mloog î.éyov
6ròcypótcov iiòrotov eioqydoaro
rpeo6eî xcl"óycrg tlv ó}"(0erov M19.

The fiction devised by the inventor of religious terrorl is "the most
pleasant of teachings". This has been called a "pungent paradox" (M. Da-
vies, "BICS" 36, 1989, 22). Others have found ii6rctov alien to the tone of
the passage, and have substituted péyrotov (Methner, F.W. Schmidt),
rpdtrorov (Mutschmann), répòtorov (Nauck). The latter is commended
by W.K.C. Guthrie, A History of Greek Philosophy,3, Cambridge 1969,
243 n. 4, who compares Eur. El. 7434 qopepoì òè pporoîor pîOor /
répòog npòg 0edrv 0eponeíov. There the appended rpòg 0e6v Oepo-
reícrv shows precisely where the fictitious tales bring profit. Here "most
profitable" lacks focus. I suggest róòrorov, to be taken ironically. For the
construction see Aesch. ,92. 13 rúòrot' ri1érov. The superlative is applied
again to an abstract at Theogn. 904 rt6íot1v ópet{v. Tragedy twice has
the neuter rú6tov (Eur. Alc.9ffi, Andr.639 [v. l. ró6rotov]). For the cor-
ruption compare the variant ròòog for rff6og at Ev. Tr.399 and Pi. O/.
1.107. In the passage immediately preceding this fragment, the manuscripts
of Sext. Emp. have yó1orv for ry{1<rv (Adv. math. 9.51 = Call. fr.
191.11). For further examples of the common phonetic confusion of 1 and u
see my Sudies on the Text of Euipides, Oxford 1981, 85, td Euripidea:
Collected Essays, Oxford, 1994, 422 n. I l. I am also reminded of Jackson's
brilliant eùòícrv for d6eîcrv at Eur. Pr?. 399 (Marg. scaen. 158-9).

37-40 toioug réprl éotqoev <iv0pónor6 9óBoog,
6t' oiiq rcrl.6rg re rQ Myq rcrtcirrrow

tîfov ocruov oùfog ev 'Ip€'tovft l()pr(p,tlv dvopíav te toîg vóporq Karéop€o€v.
37 roíoog rép( ibsqoev Meineke: toroóîoùg repréotrlcev Sext. Emp.
39 o6rog Diels: o{r Sext.

I give Snell's text. W. Luppe ("Hermes" l2O, 1992,118-19) deletes zl0,
because the inventor of religion did not "quell lawlessness with laws" but
rather invented religion when earlier lawgivers failed to quell lawlessness.

I In 13 0e6v (Weckleir) 6é09 (Petit) is a plausible remedy for the Fansmitted ry&
vcr 6È 69 (LE: 6éooq N). Since this passage has several verbal repetitions, the appearance
of 6eîpcr in 14 is no obstacle to òéog. But N's reading perhaps implics a variant 6íì, and
the plural slightly mitigates the repetition. Cf. Lys. 6.20 òerì Eoî,l,ù rcì rrvòúvoug ò
0eog ànuré1urer.
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This is true, but it is too logical. The inventor devised gods who could detect
crimes which previously went undetected. He did not replace the laws with
religion; he invented religion in support of them. To that extent he may be
said to have quelled lawlessness with laws. vóporg "verbo rivopíav per
rhetoricum artificium opponitur", as Mutschmann said. See also Davies, /oc.
cit.234. Further, if 4O is deleted, then te in 38 has no function. To give it
one, Luppe adopts Diels' r&v for èv in 39. But ro)"69 te... rúv npÉrovtr
1opíg is not a satisfactory pairing. The one weakness of Snell's text is
Diels' oitoc for oór in 39. We do not want the demonstrative in a sub-
ordinate claúse. Nor is oòr the likeliest of comrptions for o$toq.

rcrl,òE and tQ Àóyg complement each other. "Kdl,ó€ of a speech (and
similarly rcÀ66 or et Mprv) can either approve its content or recognize its
skill" @arrett on Eur. I1i.'487). And a ral.òq Mlog can promote a lie: Eur.
Antiope tu.206.1-3 Nauck (32.1-3 Kambitsis) Tévorvt'dv e0 ?leLeypévor
Mlor / yeròeîg, èndrv òè rdl).eorv vrrQw tìv I rirlq0f (cf. 26 above
yeo6eî xcrî,órpoq tilv ú}"{0ercv l\,o19). While rcî'6q... tQ l,ó1rp is per-
fectly acceptable in itself (cf. Thuc. 1.84.3 M1<p ral.6rg pepgópevot,
3.38.4 tdrv l,óyg rol,6rq éntttpqoúvtorv), we shall gain a no less ac-
ceptable expression, and better account for oóK in the next line, if we write
ral,6q... rdrv ?r,ó1a1v... oií(ve)x'. "Such were the fears with which he
hedged mankind around. By way of these feats he both neatly, for the sake
of his fiction, located god in a suitable place and quelled lawlessness with
laws". For the placing of tdrv l,ó1orv and oóverc in different lines see
Aesch. Sa. 1006-7 drv no)"ùg tóvog, / tol"òq òè nóvtog oiívex', Soph.
EI. 578-9 toótot 0aveîv / 1pfrv cótòv oiíver', Oî 857-8 oó1ì pavteícrg
y' &v... t pMrycrrp' &v oiSver'. The plural t6v }"óyorv picks up 24 toóo6e
toòg î,óyoug. The comrption of oiíver' èv to oór ev calls to mind Eur.
Herc. 64 o$ver' Canter: otlt sv L.

Compare these Platonic passages: Críto 46D tpìv pèv épè 6eîv
&no0vforerv rol.6rq Éî,é1eto (sc. ò ),ór_oq), vòv òà xotúòqÀ.og típcr
fuevetò 6tr óÀl,<oq &ercr Mlol éMyeto, fiv 6è ncn6rù xoì gltopícr óg
ril.nOòq;, Lach. l96C òpdrpev pì1 Ntrícr6 oíeccrí tr }'é1erv roì oò M1or.r
é:vexcr taîro }"ilev Euthyd.286D Mloo Évero... l'é"yetg tòv ló1ov, ívc
òd ótorov Myng, tì óq &X,n06g òoreî oot...;, Theaet. 19lC 0èq òi por
MTot Évexcr Èv toîq ytlcîg ipdtv évòv rfiprvov Éxpo1eîov, Rep. 6l2C
xiìv ei pù 6uvctòv eh toîrta ÀavOóverv rcrì 0eoòg raì úv0póroog,
6po4 òotéov eîvar to0 ?"óTot Évercr, Leg. 781D ei òì1 òoreî Ló1oo y'
Évero pi1 ótr1fr tòv nepì rdoqg cfig tol,rteícg 1evéo0ct Xóyov.
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