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Abstract. The lectotypification of five names in the genus Blumea (Asteracea): Blumea 
glomerata DC., B. pterodonta DC., B. hamiltonii DC., Blumea arenaria DC. and Blumea 
virens DC., is discussed and lectotypes designated.
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INTRODUCTION

The genus Blumea DC. (1833: 514) (Asteraceae) consists of about 100 
species worldwide (Pornpongrungrueng et al., 2016). This genus is one of 
the largest in the tribe Inuleae and its highest diversity is seen in Tropical 
Asia (Anderberg, 1991). A total of 36 taxa are present in India (Hooker 1882; 
Hajra et al. 1995).

As part of the taxonomic studies of the genus Blumea, the authors stud-
ied relevant literature and critically examined specimens in different herbar-
ia. During this we found that some names need typification. Hence we lecto-
typified five names viz, Blumea glomerata DC., B. pterodonta DC., B. hamil-
tonii DC., Blumea arenaria DC. and Blumea virens DC. according to article 
9.3 of Schenzen code (Turland et al. 2018).

Blumea glomerata DC. in Wight (1834: 150)

Type: India, Negapatam (K barcode K000978451, digital image!) lectotype 
here designated; isolectotype (K barcode K000978450, digital image!), NY 
(barcode 02201069, digital image!), E (barcode E00417373, digital image!), P 
(barcode P00692160, P00692161), Figure 1.

This species was first described by De Candolle (1834:15) in Wight’s Con-
tribution of India. He cited the collection locality as “In arenosis maritimis 
circa Madras et Negapatam. Ad Montes Circars’. De Candolle’s description was 
based on one collection of Wight (Herb. Wight propr. 1434) and specimens of 
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Figure 1. Lectotype of Blumea glomerata (K000978451). © Copyright of the Board of Trustees of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew.
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Heyne and Roxburgh; Wallich 3055 is also cited under 
the name Conyza glomerata, a nomen nudum based 
on specimens from Prome, Amherst & Moalmyne and 
Nepalis. These all are syntypes according to article 9.6 of 
Shenzhen code. Pornpongrungrueng (2016) in her revi-
sion of the genus Blumea DC. in continental South East 
Asia cited a holotype at Kew (Wight 1434). She incorrectly 
cited the type locality as Myanmar, Prome and cited only 
one specimen. The use of the term holotype is not correct 
because three (or possibly six) syntypes were cited in the 
protologue. The term holotype is not correctable to lec-
totype because of the absence of a designating statement 
(Art.7.11). So Pornporngruengs citation cannot be counted 
as an effective lectotypification. 

Blumea pterodonta DC. in Wight (1834: 16)

Type: India: Peninsula Indiae Orientalis, “Ad littora 
maris, locis arenosis magis in Coromandelia frequens”, 
Herb. Wight propr. 1437 ( E barcode E00413688!, digital 
image!) lectotype here designated.  Figure 2.

This species was first described by De Candolle 
(1834: 15) in Wight’s Contribution of India.  De Can-
dolle used Herb. Wight propr. 1437 for describing 
this species. As a result of thorough searching in dif-
ferent herbaria we traced two sheets in K (barcodes 
K000974743!, K000974744!), one each at E (barcode 
E00413688!) and P (barcode P01816053!). According 
to Art.9.6 of Shenzhen code these are all syntypes. The 
sheet in E bears an annotation of De Candolle’s Penin-
sula India Orientalis with a hand written annotation 
about the species and bears all characters and agrees 
well with the protologue. It qualifies to be designated as 
the lectotype of Blumea pterodonta.

Blumea hamiltonii DC. (1836: 439)

Type: lectotype, Step I. Randeria (1960: 249). Step II.: 
India (K barcode K000978436, digital image!) lectotype 
here designated; isolectotypes (K barcode K001118229, 
K001118230, K000974837, K001118231, K000978438, 
K000978439, K0009978440, digital images!). Figure 3.

This species was described by De Candolle (1836: 
439). De Candolle used Wallich’s specimens for describ-
ing this species. Randeria (1960) in revisionary stud-
ies mentioned its type material as 3938/48 of Wallich 
in Kew. The protologue reads “in India or. ad Kamaon, 
ad Sukonaghur, ad Koemari legit cl. Hamilton. Conyza 

necessaria Ham.! Herb. Gnaphalium Hamiltoni Wall.! 
cat. n. 3938 comp. n. 48”. In Wallich’s Numerical list 
(1829-1849), cat. n. 3938 is Stemodia gratioloides Benth. 
and cat. n. of Gnaphalium hamiltonii is 2938. So, in pro-
tologue it must be a typographical error. There are four 
sheets of Wallich 2938 in Kew with different barcode 
numbers. But Randeria did not make a precise indica-
tion regarding which specimen could be treated as type 
and no particular notes is present in any of the sheets. 
In all the sheets atleast 4 specimens are mounted. Ran-
deria’s determinavit label is found in 2 sheets. So, Ran-
deria’s typification can be treated as effective first step 
lectotypification (Art. 7.11 of the ICN). Based on accu-
rate state of preservation and accurate matching with the 
protologue, the specimen K000978436 is selected here as 
the lectotype. Other specimens belonging to the original 
material should be treated as isolectotypes.

Blumea arenaria DC in Wight (1834: 13)

Type: India “in arenosis proper Negapatam”, Wight 1422 
(K barcode K000978497, digital image!) lectotype here 
designated; isolectotype (K barcode K000978496, digital 
image!). Figure 4.

This species was described by De Candolle (1834: 
13). Giri and Mitra (1984:143) created a new combina-
tion (Blumea obliqua (Linn.) Druce var arenaria (DC) 
Giri et B. Mitra) using this name. They also cited type 
material of Blumea arenaria as Wight 1421 (K). As Giri 
and Mitra (1984:143) did not do any lectotypification by 
citing the single specimen mentioned, their reference is 
not considered as lectotypification. Currently there are 
two specimens at Kew belonging to Wight 1421 with dif-
ferent barcode numbers (K000978496 and K000978497) 
and also we traced Wight 1421 sheets from E and G. An 
effective lectotypification is needed in order to narrow 
down Giri & Mitra’s to a single specimen (Art. 9.6 of 
the ICN). Hence, we select the sheet K000978497 as the 
lectotype of Blumea arenaria because it exactly matches 
with the protologue.

Blumea virens DC. in Wight (1834: 14)

Type: lectotype, Step I. Randeria (1960:272). Step II.: 
India, Negapatam (E, barcode E00417360, digital image!) 
lectotype here designated; isolectotype (E barcode 
E00417361, digital image!). Figure 5.

This species was described by De Candolle (1834: 
14). Randeria (1960) in revisionary studies of the genus 
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Figure 2. Lectotype of Blumea pterodonta (E00413688). © Copyright of the Board of Trustees of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew.
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Figure 3. Lectotype of Blumea hamiltonii (K000978436). © Copyright of the Board of Trustees of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew.
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Figure 4. Lectotype of Blumea arenaria (K000978497). © Copyright of the Board of Trustees of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew.
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Figure 5. Lectotype of Blumea virens (E00417360). © Copyright of the Board of Trustees of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew.
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Blumea cited type specimen as Wight 1430 (E). We 
traced two sheets from Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh 
(E) of Wight’s 1430 with different Barcode numbers. 
Both the sheets have isosyntype labels. One of the sheets 
has two Blumea virens specimens, but one is a collec-
tion of Stocks and Laws. Therefore, Randeria’s typifica-
tion can be treated as effective first step lectotypifica-
tion (Art. 7.11 of the ICN). In order to narrow the type 
down to a single specimen second step lectotypification 
is needed. Therefore the sheet E00417360 is selected here 
as the second step lectotype. The selected sheet bears a 
complete and well preserved specimen.
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